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These arguments were not successful in overcoming
the objections of Emperor Nicholas, and, in the month
of   December,   the   proposed   treaty   appeared   to   be
definitely abandoned.    We then see the Kaiser renewing
in another direction his efforts to bring the Czar into an
alliance.   At that time England was causing difficulties
in the supply of English coal for the Russian fleet, and
the German Emperor took advantage of this opportunity
to offer Russia the assistance of the German merchant
marine and obtained in exchange a declaration from the
Russian Government that" Russia considers herself bound
to sustain Germany by every means in her power in con-
nection with any difficulties that may arise from having de-
livered coal to the Russian fleet during the present war."
This amounted almost to a treaty of alliance, but it
was regarded as merely a half-success by Emperor William,
who, after letting several months pass without renewing
his efforts, finally decided, toward the end of the summer
of 1905, to try a master-stroke.    If he had not been able
to convince the Czar through correspondence, he told
himself, he could gain his end by getting into personal
contact   with  his  cousin.    In   this   he  planned   most
cleverly, for whenever the two sovereigns were together,
the impetuous personality of the German Emperor had
always dominated the weaker and more refined nature
of Nicholas IL, who, for his part, was quite conscious
of this inequality and distrusted his powers of resistance
to the shock of his cousin's fiery eloquence.    On several
occasions I have noticed the nervousness with which the
Our   contemplated   an   approaching   interview   with
him, a sort of dread that did not pass until their meeting
had terminated.   It is easy to understand, therefore,
why the Katiser resolved to make aa unexpected visit
to Emperor Nicholas-